
 
Ptarmigan - call for submissions 
  
Ptarmigan project space (Helsinki, Finland) is pleased to announce a new 
residency program for artists and cultural workers from the Baltic and Nordic 
regions (excluding Finland). We are seeking proposals from individuals and 
collectives who work to expand traditional structures of art and culture in 
creative and innovative ways.   
  
Residencies will last for approximately two months each.   Our residency 
program will focus on dialogue and exchange between visiting artists and the 
Helsinki-based audience. Preference will be given to proposals that respond to 
location, community and the environment. We encourage applicants to 
propose projects that include artist talks, workshops or other community based 
activity. This programme is made possible by The Nordic Baltic Mobility 
Programme for Culture administrated by the Nordic Culture Point. 
(www.kknord.org).   
  
About Ptarmigan 
Ptarmigan provides an open space to create original artistic work outside of 
commercial pressures. The space is housed at an industrial location in the 
Vallila neighbourhood of Helsinki.  It is a not-for-profit, artist-operated space 
that regularly hosts workshops, exhibitions, performances and sound events.  
Our gallery space -- or project room -- is a non-traditional art space.  The 
project room will function as a studio for the working artist.   It is a white room, 
approximately 21 square metres, with fluorescent lighting.  On one wall there 
is a screen for projections, and the floor is tiled with a rough office-type of 
flooring. We require that artists create original work during their stay, hopefully 
utilising the physical characteristics of the space.  
  
The resident will have the use of this room as a studio and exhibition space for 
the duration of their stay, and they may also use the public/front area (which is 
frequently used for performances) if required. Various events programming 
such as workshops and concerts will occur at Ptarmigan during their 
residency, and the resident will be encouraged to get involved and participate 
in these, as well as organising events of his or her own design. 
  
What we're looking for 
Ptarmigan is a multi-purpose space that is focused on art and culture.  Over the 
past year the space has hosted a wide variety of projects, events and 
encounters. Some of these events have confirmed to conventional structures, 
such as music concerts or exhibition openings, while others have explored 
areas of alternative education or social/group experimentation. 
  
We have an interest in cultural production and projects that do not fit 
comfortably into conventional boundaries.  We seek work that is 
transdisciplinary, mixed-media, and interactive in that it finds some way to 
engage directly with an audience.  We support practices that maintain the 



author/audience relationship, but our preference will be for practitioners who 
create a two-way dialogue with the audience - exchanging experiences, skills 
and ideas. 
  
Ptarmigan exists as an alternative to commercially-driven cultural production 
and relies on volunteer efforts and support from its community.  There is a very 
human-driven basis to Ptarmigan, so residents must be willing to meet people 
and contribute to the social community.  You will be sharing the space with a 
few artists who have permanent studio space there, as well as interacting with 
the many participants in our ongoing projects.   
  
  
Residency dates 
Three residencies are on offer for the periods of July - August, September - 
October, and November - December.  
  
What the residency offers 
• A studio/working space - this may also function as a gallery space for 

exhibition of work, a seminar room, meeting place, or workshop space. 
• High speed internet. 
• Full kitchen facilities. 
• Accommodation in a nearby apartment (within walking distance from the 

studio). 
• A stipend to cover subsistence costs. 
• A materials budget. 
• Travel costs to and from Helsinki. 
  
  
Who can apply? 
Applications are open to artists who reside in the Nordic and Baltic countries 
outside of Finland.  This covers Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania and the autonomous areas of the Faroe Islands, Greenland 
and Åland.   
  
How to apply 
Visit http://www.ptarmigan.fi/air to apply online or download the application 
forms. 
  
Deadline 
Applications must be sent/submitted by 15 May 2010. Decisions will be 
advised in early June. 
 
This programme is made possible by The Nordic Baltic Mobility Programme 
for Culture administrated by the Nordic Culture Point.  www.kknord.org  
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Ptarmigan Residency Application Form 
 
Nilsiänkatu 10, Helsinki, Finland 
 www.ptarmigan.fi, info@ptarmigan.fi  
Deadline: entries must be posted by 15 May 2010. 
Please fill in all areas of this form.  If you have any questions please contact info@ptarmigan.fi  

Your Details 

Name:  

Address: 
 

 
 

Email: 
 

Phone: 
 

Nationality: 
 

  

 
 

Project Details 
 
Project Summary (max 5 lines): 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 Provide a detailed description of your project, including the possible 
outcomes during the residency.  Attach extra pages if necessary, max 2 pages. 

 

 

 

 



  2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  3 

Do you plan to organise any workshops, events or other community 
interactions during the residency?  If so please describe below. We can assist 
in organisation, promotion and other logistics. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
What equipment is required for your project? Please indicate if you already 
own this equipment or how you hope to access it.  We can provide limited tools 
and assist with access to other equipment. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Please provide a small approximate project budget relating to your travel and 
project costs. 

 

Item  Cost in Euros 

  

  

  

  

  
 
 
 
Time period of interest. 
(Dates are approximate – circle at least one) 

July/August September/October November/December 
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Support material 
 
Please attach a one page CV and examples of previous work. 
 
Do not send originals – support material will not be returned. 
 
Accepted formats for previous work are: DVD, DVD+/-r, CD, CD-r, print, website with high 
quality examples.  
 
Please choose the format most relevant to your work. 
 
Moving image examples should be kept to a 20 min maximum.  Moving works should not be 
represented by still images.   
 
Still images should be kept to a maximum of 10. 
 
Audio examples should be a maximum of 10 minutes. 
 
 

Examples of previous work included 

Title:  

Format: 
 

Short description: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Please send all applications to  
 
Ptarmigan Residency Program 
Ptarmigan 
Nilsiänkatu 10 
00510 Helsinki 
Finland 
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